
Dated info through April 2002 – Most applies in general

General info:

ATT out from Cartagena: 9809 110010

E-mail at internet cafes all around old town and most probably access in your hotel. Free at the Charleston.

Exchange rate: 2300 pesos to the dollar. (that was up to April, 02)


Do NOT go to money changers. Best bet is to use your ATM card and take out as you need it. 

Taxis: 

To or from airport: US $3., Taxi from old town to Boca Grande, 2000-2500 pesos. From old town to the marinas, 2500 pesos. Ask first - most drivers are honest but do establish the fare up front. White turismo taxis tend to be more expensive than the yellow. Tips are not expected. No one tips in south america.

Gift and souvenir shopping:

Temptations at Pierino Gallo Shopping Center on Boca Grande. Local 2-11 Tel. 665-5740 (call 1st to check when they’re open) Mgr. Bertha, works with husband, Jaime. I worked for them while in Cartagena. Owner, Bill (Lee Miles brother).  Lives in the states. Possibility that new shopping center at the ship terminal could put them out of business in a year or so. 

Lee & Patchy Miles (Lee owns Coffee and… and also owns Convi Travel)

Los Bolvedes: Shops in old town set up in the old dungeons. Pretty cool.

Emeralds:

Jesus Ocampo R., Casa Blanca (The only one highly recommended. He will educate you on emeralds and his prices and work quality are the best. Judy on Lady Kintyre will vouch)

Calle Ayos #4 - 20

C cial. Bolivar Loc. 106

Tel. 664-6793

PreColombian artifacts:

The best is Clavia, at Pierino Gallo. Authenticity is guaranteed although its not cheap. I fell in lust with several of the necklaces.

Things to see:

Castillo San Felipe de Barajas (avoid cruise ship days - too crowded)

La Popa, the old convent on the hill

Old town, any night - just walk from square to square. It’s magic.

Doctors:

Dermatologia: Luis Miguel Covo, Good english. shows horses. very nice.

Centro Medico Bocagrade Local No 1.

665-0410, 665-8793, 665-1363 Ext. 76

Cel: 033 657 4433

E-Mail: Lumico@celcaribe.net.co

Optomology: Centro Optico: Lemus Farah

Centro Comercial (below cinema)

Bocagrande, Local 2 18

tel. 651-590

Not much english. Pleased with service. 

Bought Georgio Armani sunglasses off the street, 30K, $13US. Had prescription lenses with mucho UV for $20US

Replaced bifocales in our frames and reading lenses. (3/02)

Dental: Dra. Alicia Najera Pereira, Clinica Ami  (Manfred's wife - he does the ck ins at Club Nautico) 

656-0553,  good english. Caps, reconstructive work a specialty. Bob had cavities filled and paid $25US for each and $25 for cleaning. (1/02)

GP, cardiovascular: Jaime Ambrad Bechara. 656-2747, 666-2760

Clinica Ami, Pie de Popa. Trained in Penn. Excellent english and races his sailboat.

Pharmaceuticals: This is a great place to stock up on you prescription meds. Whether you buy generic or U.S. you will get great deals. It isn’t necessary to “shop” farmacias. The prices seem to be fixed. 

Hotels:

Charleston Cartagena   $120+ range

Centro Plaza Santa Teresa

Tel. (57)-(5)- 664 9494, 664 9547,  Fax: 664 9448

Web site: http://hoteles-charleston.com
We spent 4 nights here for Valentine’s. Pricier than we usually go but we loved it. Be sure to bring a bathing suit to enjoy the pool on the roof - fabulous views!

Hotel Santa Clara ($200+)

Calle del Torno, San Diego Plaza

The most beautiful hotel - we think. Pricey but you should go for buffet lunch by the pool - especially on Sunday. Outstanding!

Tres Banderas.  ($25-30) Can’t find an address but you can find it on the internet. In old town and very affordable.

Restaurants:

Babar’s: Adjacent to the Charleston Hotel. They have a steak dish that is served in thick slices of tenderloin that you cook to your taste on extremely hot tiles. Very good!

Pelikanos

Calle Sto Domingo con Castelbondo Esquina

Santa Domingo Plaza

5 course meals - very good - with wine for $9/person. Very popular.

Crepes and Waffles (not open for breakfast, opens at noon)

Bocagrande Cr. 3a No. 4 - 76

Great crepe dishes and  good lunches in general. They also have incredible ice cream sundaes. Evil place.

There are so many good restaurants in Cartagena. Walk around, look at menus. Doubt you’ll be disappointed in any you try. I gained 10 lbs in the 5 months we were there!

Club de Pesca. We stayed here for 5.5 months. We were very satisfied and felt the security was excellent. However the rate structure has changed - a lot. You can contact Lee Miles by email: Lee@DestinationCartagena.com 

From Lee: The Board met last night, 24 April, 2003 and agreed to reduce the rates while they make a full study of the rate structure in the (comparable) Caribbean.

For the time being the situation is as follows:

For those boats with intentions of staying for one month or more, the cost will be 43 cents per foot per day.  This includes 

a 16% sales tax which the government imposed at the beginning of this year.

If a boat arrives for less than a month, it will continue to be charged 80 cents per foot per day for the first 15 days and 60 

cents per foot per day for the 16th through the 30th day.  However, if the decision is taken to stay for more than a 

month, the rate will be adjusted retroactively to correspond to the monthly rent of 43c, ie the first payment will just be a 

deposit against the monthly charge.

The fact is that serious consideration is being given to reduce and unify the short term rate.  And thought is also being given to a lower "2+ month" -rate.  This should be decided before the end of May. I will keep you informed on this. Lee Miles

Club Nautico is a bit funkier but a good marina. The prices were marginally lower when we were there (Nov 01-Apr 02) than at Club de Pesca. You will need to check with cruisers on the ham/ssb nets for current charges.


